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The Rocket
smashes 147
record in Welsh
Open victory



   RONNIE O'Sullivan
made a record 12th competi-
tive 147 break to complete a
9-3 win over Ding Junhui in
the Welsh Open final.
The Chigwell cueman led 7-1
after a one-sided opening ses-
sion and, after Ding hit back
with consecutive centuries, he
pulled away again.
O'Sullivan rounded the match
off in the ultimate style with a
maximum, playing to the
crowd as he switched to his
left hand to sink the final
black.
A kick on the final blue threat-
ened to derail the maximum
but the five-time world cham-
pion potted a good pink and
finished the job.
Asked when the 147 entered
his thoughts, O'Sullivan told
BBC Wales: 'I think it was on
about 48 when I went into
reds, they split nicely and I
looked at the scoreboard and
saw it was all blacks.
'I thought 'no, just get the
match won', but on about 60
or 70 I thought 'I've got to go
for it'.'
Regarding the swift change of
hands before the final ball, he
added: 'I've made 11 (maxi-
mums) right-handed... that
counts as a left-handed 147
because if I missed that, it
wouldn't have counted!'
The win saw 38-year-old
O'Sullivan add a ranking
title to his season's haul
of the Masters, Cham-
pion of Champions and
Paul Hunter Classic.
He had been in form
throughout, making
three centuries in his

6-2 semi-final win over Barry
Hawkins having earlier dis-
posed of last-16 opponent
Ricky Walden in just 48
    minutes.
Ding battled past Joe Perry 6-
4 in his semi-final to keep
alive his hopes of equalling
Stephen Hendry's record of
five ranking titles in a season,
but was to be denied by a vin-
tage performance.
O'Sullivan was quickly into his
stride, moving 3-0 up with
breaks of 91 in the second
frame and 70 in the next.
Ding finally got on the board in
a tight frame before the
mid-session interval and
made a 55 break in the
first frame back, but
O'Sullivan scrapped
his way back to win
the frame.
It was a demoralising
blow for Ding,
whose ap-
pear-
ance in
his
cor-

ner betrayed his concern
as O'Sullivan ex-
tended his lead to
5-1 with a 92
break.
The Chinese
star's long pot
success was
down at 25
per cent and
when, after
almost 42
minutes with-
out potting a
ball, he was gifted
a great chance in
frame seven, he

could make only 48 -
not enough to win the
frame.
O'Sullivan did so in-
stead after doubling
the final blue, and he
added the next for
an imposing 7-1 lead

going into the
evening
ses-
sion.

Ding made exactly the
start he required
with back-to-
back cen-
turies - 109
and a 121
featuring a
superb
penulti-
mate red -
to come
back to 7-3.
But breaks
of 48 and 49

settled the next
in favour of O'Sul-
livan before his

grand finale.
It is O'Sullivan's third Welsh
Open triumph, having previ-
ously won in Newport in 2004
and 2005.
The tournament will move to
Cardiff next year and O'Sulli-
van said: 'This is one of my
favourite venues, it's a shame
it's not here next year.
'Cardiff is nice, it's a great
venue, but it's not a patch on
this - this is a proper snooker
venue.'
He took the time to pay tribute
to his beaten opponent and
tipped him for many more
tournament wins in the future.
'I want to congratulate Ding,'
he said. 'He's won four this
season and if he'd won this
he would have equalled
Hendry's record.
'He's got three or four
more events to go and I
still fancy he'll do it.
'I hope when I slow
down, he can win
plenty more - you
should enjoy him,
he's very special.'

Stephen Hendry: 36
Steven Davis: 28

Ronnie O’Sullivan: 26
John Higgins: 25
Mark Williams: 18
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Yes! A few snooker tips to enhance your game... You'll
need to know some tricks-of-the-trade and hopefully these
snooker tips will help improve your game and thus en-
hance your enjoyment of it. Here in these little snooker tips,
we'll tell you the best way to hold the cue, how to clasp it,
your stance and - this is most important - the line of sight.
So let's get started with the snooker tips.

Snooker Tips 1: The Cue Grip
Firstly, you'll need to be comfortable with the cue. The cue
needs to be in a straight line with your intended shot. Make
a 'v' with your thumb and forefinger, tight enough to main-
tain a good grip. Have your other fingers tight enough to
stop the end of the cue swinging every which way and the
cue be placed on the 'v'.
Holding the cue too tightly could exert tension on your arm
and the 'v' bridge, a sure way of missing the shot.

Snooker Tips 2 : The Approach
One of the major snooker tips is to know, and of course
plan your shot.
Napoleon is believed to have once said: "Time out for re-
connaissance is never wasted." So it should be in your
snooker game and heeding a few good snooker tips can
help.
Your delivery, approach and stance should be given a good
thought even before you hit the ball. Follow the snooker
cue tip, be confident by all means and tackle the shot you
planned. Being unsure about which shot you will be play-
ing, may be the cause of inconsistent body movement and
cue action, allowing an unreliable line of shot. And thus, a
missed shot.

Snooker Tips 3 : The Bridge
We spoke of this earlier. The third
snooker tip is how to form that very im-
portant bridge - the 'v' - between your
thumb and forefinger.
Why the 'v? Well, it allows the cue
enough space to do its job. The cue
needs to be at an exact height with
the ball and bridging your fingers is
the most ideal.
Snooker pros in handing down snooker
tips will tell you that the ideal bridge is
fingers straight, well spaced, and at a good

height. You can ad
just the bridge to 
suit your shot.
The bridge
should be flexi-
ble
enough to
hit the
ball dead
centre,
cause a
screw
shot,
or

even
a top
spin.
Oh! An-
other lit-
tle snooker tip is to get you to check the distance of the
bridge to the ball, depending on your shot and how much
backswing you need.

Snooker Tips 4 :The Stance
This has the most important snooker tips:
• Right foot near the shot and always straight.
• Left foot in front, knees bent and loose enough to allow
the hips to swivel.
• Stance should be comfortable enough for you to hold it
until the end of the shot.
• For lefties - reverse the foot stances.

Snooker Tips 5 : Feathering
In other words a mini rehearsal, this is to let you
get your eye on the ball and the pockets. Once
you have feathered or rehearsed and think you
have the ideal position, take the shot.
Thus, the best way of learning the art of good
snooker is to emulate those who are skilled
and play frequently. However, I trust these few
snooker tips offered here will help you improve
and enjoy your game. There are plenty of people
and lots of reading material, chock full of good

snooker tips..and the last of my snooker tips - avail
yourself of them.

TIPS FOR BEGINNERS

Steve Davis
Career Stats

28 Ranking Tournament
wins

World Champion: 1981,
1983, 1984, 1987, 1988,

1989
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